
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

Special education services are provided in  MSAD #28 as mandated by State 
and Federal Education Regulations.  
  Evaluations for eligibility and special education services are completed by 

a multidisciplinary team. Parents are encouraged to participate in all aspects 
of their childÕs referral, evaluation, and programming development through 
the Pupil Evaluation Process (P.E.T.). 
  Once eligibility is determined, an Individual Education Plan (I.E.P.) is 

developed which may include a wide variety of services to meet the studentÕs 
individual needs. They can include, but are not limited to; direct 
services/instruction, support in the regular classroom in all academic areas, 
speech and language therapy, and occupational therapy. Extended school-
year services are provided if the child is eligible. A wide variety of 
behavioral strategies and management systems are utilized for students with 
behavioral and emotional needs.  Spectrum, a specialized program, works 
with children who are Autistic or have Pervasive Developmental Disorders.  
Bridges, another specialized program, focuses on students who have 
behavioral or emotional problems.  Bridges staff also works with non-
identifi ed students in an effort to teach appropriate behaviors.   
  A variety of programs in many academic areas, including reading, math 

and written language are provided both in resource rooms and in regular 
classrooms.   
  A variety of techniques are used to meet the individual needs of each 

student as specified in their Individual Education Program (I.E.P.). All of the 
teachers, therapists, and the psychological examiner who deliver the services 
are fully certifi ed, and the educational technicians have a wide variety of 
experience and training. A Òcommon senseÓ approach to including all 
children in regular education classes is supported by a broad continuum of 
services.  
  School-based occupational therapy is designed to help improve the 

studentÕs ability to be successful in school.  
  Speech and language therapy is provided to identifi ed students in Grades 

K- 4. These services are provided to meet individual articulation needs as 
well as receptive and expressive vocabulary and language needs.   Direct 
services are provided either individually or in small groups in a designated 
speech/language therapy room at all school sites.  
 All plans for identifi ed students are reviewed annually. These plans are 

called I.E.P.Õs (Individual Education Plans).  Parents are frequently provided 
with procedural safeguards which describe their rights and those of their 
child. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
The language arts program combines reading, writing, l istening and speaking 
skills and stresses the integration of those skills with other subject areas. 
Several common threads are seen throughout the elementary grades in 
language arts instruction. Among them are: 
 

     Wri ti ng   
A. Taught through the Writing process which includes: 
     1. Rehearsal (brainstorming ideas) 
     2. Prewriting (generating ideas, content, consider audience 
 and purpose) 
     3.  Writing (topic development, fi rst rough draft for ideas) 
     4.  Revision(s)  (conference, shape content) 
     5.  Edit (mechanics, form, spelling) 
     6.  Final Draft and Publish 
B. The 6+1 Trait Model is used to support and focus the writing         
     process.  The traits include:  ideas, organization, voice, word choice, 
     sentence fluency, conventions and presentations. 
C. Writing skills are often learned through reading 
D. Writing is done daily in all classrooms 
E. Student often self-selects topics 
F.  Student writing folders are kept 

 
Spelling 

A. Functional (invented spelling) is used and accepted in  
 primary grades 
B. Developmental stages of spelling are recognized:  
     scribbling - random lettering - semi-phonetic - phonetic - 
     transitional - correct spelling 
C. Weekly spelling lists and tests are given all classes beyond grade two 
D. Correct spelling is increasingly expected in final writing drafts as the 

student grows as a writer.  
 

Reading 
A. Daily silent reading time for everyone 
B. Reading books are real books and real literature 
C Reading is shared regularly in various ways 
D. Reading skills are often learned through writing 
E. Reading strategies or cueing systems taught to help with word 
     recognition include: 
 syntax (usual grammatical order in a sentence), context (relies 
 on meaning of text for clues), phonetics (sounds and blends of 
   letters), prediction, picture clues, sight words 

 
EXTRA CURRICULAR 

 
 

Activities in this area fall in two categories: 
After School Enrichment Program 

and 
Intramurals 

 
 

The After School Enrichment Program offers a variety of different 
opportunities throughout the year designed to introduce students to 
a variety of interests.  These one hour sessions, which take place 
after school, are led by parents, community members, and staff 
people.  Students must sign up in advance and transportation home 
is provided by the family.   Classes are limited in size to provide 
more hands-on activities and individualized attention. These 
programs are generally available to students of all grade levels. 
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The Intramural programs are made available after school.  They are 
primarily designed for fourth grade students with an occasional 
activity for younger children.  

 
Programs are held in several different areas including: 
 
 Gymnastics   Jump roping 
 Wrestling   Floor Hockey 
   Power Tumbling 
 

     



 
 

 
 
 

HORIZONS ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
 

This MSAD # 28 program serves students with identified 
exceptional abilities in the areas of general intellectual 
ability and specific academics aptitude.  
 
Formal screening and identification procedures begin at 
grade three. These include standardized tests as well as 
teacher and parent checklists. A selection committee uses 
the data to determine students most in need of the 
program (about 5% of a grade level can be selected).  
 
For grades one and two, regular in-class enrichment 
lessons are presented to all students in the areas of 
creative thinking, critical thinking, logical thinking and 
creative problem solving. These skills are reinforced by 
the classroom teacher. Students who show exceptional 
abilities may be considered for inclusion in the program 
by grade three.  
 
Identified students in grades 3 and 4 receive instruction 
in a resource room setting. The focus is on process skills 
which can be applied to their classroom work. These 
skills are integrated into a unit of study or theme. 
Students in grade 4 pursue independent study projects of 
self selected topics.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS Continued 
 

F.Developmental Reading Stages and some characteristics of 
    of each stage are: 
       Early Emergent:  Readers read familiar material and often 
 memorizes it.  
 ¥ children learn one to one correspondence (word match) 
   and return sweep 
 ¥ children learn some high frequency words 
       Upper Emergent:  children begin to use reading strategies  
 and cue systems and build on the number of high 
 frequency words they know 
      Early Fluency: children begin to achieve reading indepen- 
 dence. They use reading strategies and begin to read a 
 variety of materials.  
       Fluency: children use reading strategies effectively and read stories 
    that require a deeper level of understanding. 
 
G. Classrooms are rich reading environments with many books. 
 As students move through the grades and grow in these areas, 

expectations and experiences become more complex. Some things which 
occur at this grade level include: 

 -StudentsÕ stories get more complex 
 -Students begin to write for a wider variety of purposes including 
  letter writing, story writing, reports, humor, plays, persuasive 
  writing 
 -increasing emphasis on mechanics of capitalization, punctuation,  
  complete sentences, handwriting, form, spelling 
 -Develops rewriting skills 
 -Learn base words, endings, and compound words 
 -Develop ease as a silent reader 
 -Begin to read chapter books 
 -Grow in ability to read for information 
 -Learn appreciation of style and authors 
 -Can apply the cueing systems automatically 
 -Learn library skills of how to locate a book 
 -Learn the value of prediction as a reading skill 
 -Increasingly move from functional spelling to correct spelling 
 -Begin to apply spelling skills to their writing  
 -Increasingly learns how to find a correct spelling when itÕs needed 
 -Develops ability to spell phonetically 
  



 
MATH 

 
The math program utilized in all K-4, and PMAG classrooms is the 
Everyday Mathematics Program.  Everyday Mathematics was developed 
with the belief that children rarely learn a new concept or skill the fi rst time 
they experience it.  Concepts are more fully understood after repeated 
exposures.  With this in mind, topics or strands are taught progressively 
throughout the grade levels.  These strands are: 
 
¥ Numeration 
¥ Operations and Computation 
¥ Patterns, Functions, and Algebra 
¥ Geometry 
¥ Measurement and Reference Frames 
¥ Data and Chance 
 
The Everyday Mathematics curriculum inspires both teachers and students to 
break through traditional math barriers and explore math concepts that arenÕt 
usually taught at their respective grade levels.  Children learn probability, 
geometry, patterns, algebra, and data gathering and analysis. 
 
Mathematics is integrated into other subject areas; it is also incorporated into 
outdoor play, ongoing classroom routines, and free periods throughout the 
class day.  Some examples of this enriched curriculum include: 
 
¥ Linking past experiences to new concepts 
¥ Sharing ideas through discussion. 
¥ Solving problems that relate to everyday situations 
¥ Cooperative learning through partner and small group activities 
¥ Developing concept readiness through hands-on activities and  
  exploration 
¥ Increasing Òfact powerÓ through games 
¥ Providing ongoing review and applications 
¥ Solving problems using multiple strategies 
¥ Using mathematics in daily classroom routines 
¥ Providing a variety of assessment opportunities 
¥ Enhancing home/school partnerships 

 
 
 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
This program is largely a developmental, instructional program important 
to the total educational experience of each child. The goals of this program 
are: 
 
  1. Develop and maintain a suitable level of physical fi tness. 
  2. Become competent in management of the body and acquire 
      useful physical skills.  
  3. Acquire desirable social standards and ethical concepts. 
  4. Acquire needed safety skills and habits. 
  5. Enjoy wholesome recreation. 
  6. Acquire a desirable self-image.  
  7. Derive personal and educational benefi ts from the program. 
 
    SPANISH 
 
Each class in grades K-4 and PMAG receive three 20 minute Spanish 
lessons a week. Students learn vocabulary covering a variety of topics 
including family, feelings, animals, sports, weather, and clothes. Songs, 
games, stories, and the celebration of Hispanic holidays provide learning 
opportunities and contact with the native culture. 
 

TITLE ONE 
 
Title I is a federally funded program which provides extra academic help. 
The program employs a teacher and several Educational Technicians. We 
provide one-on-one or small group instruction in reading and math. This 
extra instruction is provided in the childÕs classroom or in the Reading Lab 
depending on space availability and the studentsÕ needs. 
 
Second grade instruction focuses on: 
 - building confidence in the child as a reader, writer, or ÒmatherÓ 
 - building effective reading/math strategies 
 - developing a strong sight vocabulary or number sense 
 - improving the childÕs understanding of the phonetic system or 
   number system 
Student selection is based on current and prior teacher recommendations, 
parent input, and prior enrollment in the program. We strive to support the 
districtÕs goal that: ÒAll students will be fluent readers by the end of third 
grade.Ó 



 
 

LIBRARY 
 

The MSAD # 28 libraries offer a variety of electronic media, books, 
periodicals, and Internet access to students and staff. 
 
The general skills and attitudes to be encouraged at all grade levels 
include:  
 ¥care and use of all library materials and equipment 
 ¥the love of reading and 
 ¥the ability to use and enjoy any library 
 
Specific skills are developed under five topics: 
 ¥Behavior Expectations 
 ¥Procedures 
 ¥Location of Materials 
 ¥Research and Study Skills 
 ¥Resources 
 
Instruction in these areas will be presented, reviewed, and 
reinforced through the grade levels until the students learn the 
materials or master the skills. 
 
 

MUSIC 
 
In second grade general music, the main focus is on reading the 
musical score.  Students use their understanding of rhythm and 
melody to perform songs with verse/chorus sequences and broaden 
their Òon pitchÓ singing to an octave and a third.   Their 
understanding of creating harmony continues with rounds, ostinato 
patterns (repeated short patterns performed simultaneously with the 
melody) as well as partner songs (two different songs performed at 
the same time) and basic two-part harmony. Students also add the 
nuances of tempo and dynamics to their instrumental 
accompaniments and singing and can identify musical instruments 
within the families of strings, brass, woodwinds and percussion. 

 

 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

   
 
Social Studies is integrated into the total school day in various ways.  
The program is built around six areas: 
 
Where We Live - 
  to understand the earth is home to all people and that some areas on 
  earth are different from other areas. 
 
Living In Communities - 
  to understand what a community is, why people live in communities,  
  and how they are similar or different from each other. 
 
Working In Communities - 
  to understand how goods and services are produced by people to earn 
  an income in order to provide for themselves. 
 
Communities and Rules - 
  to understand why rules and laws are necessary. 
 
Communities Long Ago and Today - 
  to understand how communities of long ago and today are similar and  
  different. 
 
Communities Celebrate Holidays - 
  to recognize the reason for celebrating various holidays. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SCIENCE 
 

The second grade science program emphasizes hands-on, 
experimental activities.  The acquirement of science processes by 
students is emphasized as much, or more than, actual science 
content.  These processes form the tools with which children can 
grow to appreciate, understand, and apply the world of science.  At 
each grade level, major themes have been developed around which 
the learning can occur.  
 
The science processes taught at each grade level and which grow 
increasingly sophisticated as students advance through the grades 
include: 
 
 Observation  ¥  Classification  ¥  Prediction 
 Measurement and Estimation  ¥  Inference  ¥  Analysis 
 Communicating (Questioning and Answering)   
   ¥  Hypothesizing  
 
 
The program for second grade includes (but is not limited to) the 
following themes. Each theme has several goals. 
 
  Meteorology  Animals 
  Geology  Geography 
  Energy   Oceanography 
  Habitats/Cultures 
 
These science themes are integrated throughout the curriculum 
using trade books, writing experiences, and math activities.  LINX 
construction materials are used which integrate math skills and 
science concepts.    

 
 
 
 
 

 
ART   

 
All students attend a weekly art class in the art room. These classes 
emphasize the processes of art rather than a finished product. Art 
appreciation, creative self-expression, and creative problem solving 
underlie the various art activities.  
 
Students use a wide variety of media during the year. Student art 
work is widely displayed throughout the school. 
 
The classroom teacher regularly uses art in his or her teaching.  
 
Regular art classes are supplemented by outside professionals 
brought to the school by the Youth Arts organization. Other art 
opportunities are available in the After School Enrichment 
Program.  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH 
 

MSAD # 28 has developed a sequential K-12 Health Curriculum. 
In the primary grades, the program is taught by classroom teachers 
and is part of a larger theme. The districtÕs health teacher teaches 
some of the units in grades three and four. 
 


