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January has been flying by; the only 
thing moving at a snailÕs pace is the 
increasing daylight hours!  I  walk nearly 
every morning before school, and it has 
been cold and dark for quite some t ime 
now.  I  am ready for a hint of 
inspiration.  Not unlike the unspoken 
fraternity you join upon becoming a 
parent, living in Maine unites us by the 
common experience of surviving winter.  
Each winter we are reminded how long, 
dark, and bone chilling cold winter can 
be, especially when it is not snowing.  
Despite the dark and cold, school 
continues to hum along at a fast pace.  
 
We have a lot of important events 
coming up, and canÕt ask you enough to 
look at the events calendar in this 
newsletter so that you can save the 
dates.  We donÕt want parents or 
students missing out or being 
unprepared for important events.  We 
have numerous assemblies in the works, 
two great parent-sponsored evening 
talks, and other special events.  State 
MEA testing is also just around the 
corner, beginning the first week of 
March.  I t is important that students 
prepare for that by being healthy and 
getting plenty of rest.  Those tests are 
used for individual placement decisions 
and school accountability.  We donÕt 
want anyone to miss out on the 
interesting events and opportunities 
coming up in the next few months, so 
take a close look at the enclosed 
calendar. 
 
For parents of 8th graders, it is time to 
take a BIG step in the process of 
transit ioning your children to high 

PrincipalÕs Note 
 

  

school: course selection and sign up.  
There is a crit ically important meeting on 
the evening of February 5th for all 8th 
graders and their parents (actually, we 
can only accommodate one parent due 
to space!).  At this meeting, there will be 
representatives from the high school to 
discuss high school courses and the 
online registration process.  Your child 
will have about two weeks after this 
meeting to sign up for next yearÕs 
courses, so it is crit ical that students and 
parents attend this transition meeting. 
 
Quarter 2 ended last Friday, so report 
cards will go home with students this 
Friday.  We work hard to provide 
additional support to students who are 
struggling academically; a student has to 
work fairly hard to get a grade below a C 
at this school.  I f your son or daughter 
fits this category, please try to support 
higher academic achievement by 
enabling your child to have better 
attendance, stay after school when 
necessary, and access the support we 
provide.  Addit ionally, if your child is 
acing every class on cruise control, let us 
know.  We want to challenge every 
student by providing a rigorous and 
demanding curriculum with enough 
support built in so that every student can 
find academic success.  At a minimum, 
take the opportunity when report cards 
come out on Friday to talk to your child 
about his/her effort and academic 
performance.  I t is important for 
students to know their parents value 
their learning. 
 
Have a nice week, 
Maria 
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Sports News 

 
We are fortunate to have three basketball teams in 
the playoff championships this year. It is a terrific 
accomplishment to complete a successful season, as 
all our teams did, and to get through the semifinals as 
7th graders and 8th grade boys did last weekend. 
Well done everyone! You have all worked very hard 
this winter and have grown together as teams. The 
championships are held in Belfast this year -- good 
luck Schooners and congratulations to all four of the 
basketball teams for wonderful and fun seasons 
overall! 
 
Members of the four basketball teams are taking a 
"field trip" out to Vinalhaven this coming Saturday, 
February 2nd. We have been invited by the 
Vinalhaven School to join them for 3 games and for 
pizza and they're even arranging a free ferry ride for 
all players, chaperones and coaches! We are 
delighted that David Weferling, father of 7th grade  
player Patrick, will captain the return ferry and has 
offered special tours to the students. It promises to 
be a fun day for all. 
 
Basketball families are reminded to gather 
Shootathon pledges and turn their envelopes into the 
office for Boosters to collect. Thanks very much for 
your prompt attention to this since the season's 
almost over. For questions please be in touch with 
either me (Karen - contact info below), one of the 
coaches, Gretchen Richards or Betsy French. 
 
Wrestling season is beginning this week so interested 
wrestlers should double check that their names are 
on the team list in the office ASAP.  
Wrestling is coed and open to 6th through 8th 
graders. Coach Brian Cassidy welcomes wrestlers to 
the first practice on February 1st. 
 
With the change of seasons families are reminded 
that the CRMS sports phone line features recorded 
daily practice, game and bus information and 
available all hours by dialing the school number, 236-
7805, and listening for the athletic information option. 
During the school day Elaine, Robin or Trish will 
connect you to the Sportsline upon request.  
Also, you are welcome to call or email me any time: 
Karen Brace, CRMS Athletic Director, 691-3285 
(cell) or kbrace@hughes.net. Thank you to parents 
for participating and for supporting your athletes. We 
are all in this together creating a healthy, safe and 
happy learning environment for those choosing to 
participate in CRMS sports. 

TUESDAY, January 29th  
Girls 7th grade basketball championship in Belfast at 
3:45 Ð  
BUS DEPARTS AT 2:30 from CRMS gym. 
Free throw contest starts at 3:15 for 7th graders 
(Caitlin Sweeting and Jordan Knowlton) and at 5:30 
for 8th grade girls (Marina French and Jackie 
Richards). 
 
7th grade boys basketball practice Tuesday 2:15 - 
3:30 
8th grade boys basketball practice Tuesday 5:00 - 
6:15 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 30th  
Boys championships in Belfast Ð 7th grade at 3:45 Ð  
8th grade at 6:00 -- BUS DEPARTS AT 2:30 from 
CRMS gym. 
Free throw contest starts at 3:15 for 7th graders 
(Cooper Krause & one teammate) and at 5:30 for 8th 
grade boys (Andrew Flanagan & Adam Carlson). 
 
Basketball practices TBA for Thursday and 
Friday. 
 
Friday, February 1st  
First wrestling practice is this Friday from 4pm-6pm in 
the mini-gym. 
 
Saturday, February 2nd  
Basketball players (boys and girls) meet the bus at 
8am at CRMS to go to Vinalhaven via the Rockland 
ferry. Bus leaves CRMS at 8:05 for the 8:45 ferry. 
Two boysÕ games and one girlsÕ game will be played 
and lunch will be provided. Players will return on the 
3:15 ferry, which gets into RocklandÕs terminal at 
4:30. The bus will arrive back at CRMS at 5:00. 
 
Wrestling practice continues daily through February 
on school days 4- 6pm in the mini-gym. 
 
GO SCHOONERS! 
 
Karen Brace, Athletic Director 
 

                  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Japan Exchange 
Sponsored Events 
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Calendar of Events 
   

  

5 Towns Dance 
7 - 9:30 

CRMS Cafeteria 
$5.00 

7/8 grade 
FRIDAY, February 1 

 
Used Book Sale 
CRMS Cafeteria 

9 - 2 
SATURDAY, February 9 

Book donations are still be accepted 
 

These events benefit the 
Japan Exchange Program 

JANUARY 
 
28 Ð FEB 2 Michael Wingfield Drumming  
  Residency 
 
FEB 1  All School Drumming Assembly 
  CRMS Gym 
  1 Ð 2 pm   
  Open to Parents 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
1  Dance @ CRMS 
  Five Town 
  Sponsored by Japan Program 
  7 Ð 9:30 pm 
 
5  Grade 8 Parent Information  
  Meeting 
  Registration for High School  
  Classes 
  CRMS cafeteria 
  5:30 Ð 7:00pm (Pizza and Drinks 
  provided, salad or dessert  
  additions are welcome) 
 
6  Community Youth Development 
  Survey 
  MYDAUS 
  Grades 6, 7 & 8   
  W4 
 
8  Tap Kids Performance 
  Camden Opera House 
  9:30 Ð 10:30 AM Show 
  All Grades 

 
18-22  Vacation Break 
 
25-29  CRMS Spirit Week  
 
26  CRMS Parent Group 
  Mainely Girls Presentation 
  CRMS Library 
  6:00 pm Ð 7:30pm 
 
29  Spirit Week Assembly 
  W4 
 
29  EXEL Term 3 ends 
 
29  CRMS  Five Town Dance 
  Sponsored by Grade 8 
  Sea Spray CafŽ 
  7 Ð 9:30 pm 
 
MARCH 
 
3 Ð 21  MEA Testing 
 
4  Midway Quarter 3 
 
17  Maine Boys Network Presentation 
  Parent Group & PTA Sponsored 
  CRMS Mini Theater 
  6 Ð 9pm 
 
26  School Performance of the Musical  
  Review 
  Strom Auditorium 
  8:45 -10:45am 
  (Gr. 5 Ð 8) 
 
27  CRMS Musical Review Performance 
  Strom Auditorium 
  6:30 Ð 8:30pm 
  Open to public 
 
28  Dance @ CRMS 
  Five Town  
  Sponsored by Grade 8  
  7 Ð 9:30pm 
 
APRIL 
 
4  Quarter 3 Ends 
 
4 & 5  District 3 Festival 
  Grades 7 & 8 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcing the  
8th Grade CRMS Exploratory Course 
 
"An Eye for Color" 
Color Theory with Jessica Stammen 

 
This year, Horizons Arts will be offering a new visual arts 
course in color theory for 8th graders. The class will take 
place the fourth term from March 3 to April 17 and meet 
during the usual 8th grade exploratory time block, RED 3. 
The class will take the place of the regularly scheduled 
exploratory class.  Any 8th graders with a keen interest 
and willingness to work hard is encouraged to pick up an 
application in the front office with a complete course 
description.  All completed applications can be turned 
into the front office or in Nancy Albertson's mailbox by 

Horizons Arts 
 

February 15.  Class size is limited and applicants will be 
notified as to acceptance into the program.   

 
In this course, An Eye For Color, students will create 
ColorAid paper collages, look at famous artworks, and 
visit with local artists to see how surprising and 
unexpected color can be in the world around us.  Is a 
tree really green? Is its shadow really grey? Is a red 
apple really red?  For a complete course description, 
please pick up an application in the front office.   
 
Nancy Albertson 
Horizons Arts Coordinator 
236-7805 ext: 128 
Nancy_Albertson@fivetowns.net 
 

Youth Arts Residency 
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Michael Wingfield, a performer and teacher with 
over 25 years of experience in the rhythm and song 
of the African New World, is coming back to the 
Midcoast! From January 28 to February 1, Wingfield 
will drum with music students (and some parents) at 
CRMS.  The following week, February 4 to 8, he will 
teach different African drum rhythms in a residency 
for the fourth grade at RES West. Through 
instruments such as conga drums, flute, and voice, 
Michael interactively imparts the spirit and history of 
the African Diaspora in ways that speaks to today's 
issues of diversity.  His return visit is sponsored by 
Youth Arts, the non-profit arts enrichment 
organization founded in 1973 and serving students in 
SAD 28 and the Five Town CSD. For more 
information, please see www.youtharts.info. 

AN INVITATION TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE CRMS 
COMMUNITY: 
"If you've made it through elementary school relatively 
unscathed, then hold onto your hats as your child enters 
middle school!"  (from the Public School Parent's Network, 
www.psparents.net) 
Middle school girls face a number of challenges as they 
transition from childhood to adolescence. 
Please come for a presentation and discussion with Mary 
Orear, Executive Director of Mainely Girls and Christina 
Venditti, Programs Director of Mainely Girls. 

WHEN:  Tuesday, February 26th 
WHERE:  CRMS Library 
TIME:  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
For more information about Mainely Girls and it's upcoming 
Girls Conference, log onto www.mainelygirls.org. 

CRMS Parent Group 
 

Attention Sixth Grade Parents 
 At the beginning of next week, the sixth graders will be embarking on a fantastic trip.  The journey will lead 
them through the turbulent times of the 1920s and 1930s.  The students will be competing in teams to earn as much 
money as they can as they navigate their way around a huge game board.  Eighty questions that focus on our country 
during this time will challenge the teams to use the resources in the library.  Teams will make decisions on whether to 
invest in the stock market, make deposits in the local bank, or simply hide their money under a mattress.  The financial 
progress of each team will be graphed for better understanding.    
 To help facilitate the smooth passage of this unit I am looking for volunteers to run the financial district.  A 
letter went home with students last week explaining the unit in detail and a volunteer sign-up was attached.  Please 
contact me if you are interested in participating in the unit. 
 If you would like to just visit the class to witness your childÕs journey through this tumultuous time, please do!  
Classes will be in the library from February 4th to the 15th.  
 
Mr. Morse 
6th Grade Social Studies 
 

Boom or Bust is Back 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camden Hills Regional Highs School 
BOYS AND GIRLS BASKETBALL BOOSTERS 
SPAGHETTI DINNER AND AUCTION 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2008 
TIME  4:00 Ð 7:00 PM 
LOCATION THE Wave CAFƒ 
CAMDEN HILLS REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
COST  $5.00 PER TICKET 
 
Youth activities  4:30 to 6:00 
Silent Auction 4:00 to 6:30 
Live Auction starts at 6:00 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the following home basketball 
games or at the door on February 10th. 
Tuesday January 29th Girls against Belfast 
Saturday  February 2nd Boys against Medomak Valley 
Tuesday February 5th Girls against Lincoln Academy 
Thursday February 7th Boys against Rockland 
 

Basketball Boosters 
 First meeting announcement 

 
A new book club for 7th and 8th 
grade girls 
 
Day: February 7th 
Time: 2:30 to 3:00 
Place: Mrs. McLaughlinÕs room 
 
The focus of the meeting will be to 
select a book to read for the next 
meeting 
Cookies will be served 
 

New Book Club for Girls 
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CRMS Bee Winners 
 

Congratulations to the CRMS participants and 
winners of our recent Bees! 

 
GEOGRAPHY BEE 

1st Place:  Thomas Murphy 8th grade 
2nd Place: Thatcher Chamberlin 5th grade 

3rd Place: Patric Mooers 5th grade 
 

SPELLING BEE 
1st Place: Brennan Callen 7th grade 
2nd Place: Conor Pfister 8th grade 
3rd Place: Clark Thomas 6th grade 

 
Well done! 

Message from Transportation  
 

News from the Transportation Director 
 
I will be out of the district on medical 
leave from February 5th to February 25th. 
After that I will be working half time until 
March 17th. Michael Weatherwax, 
Assistant Superintendent, will be 
handling all emergencies. He can be 
reached at 236-3358. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation in this 
matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Waters 
Transportation Director 
 

iTeam Meeting  
 A meeting of the CRMS 
iTeam is scheduled for 
Thursday, 2:30 to 3:30 in 
the Computer Lab. New 
members from grades 7 
and 8 are always 
welcome. See Mrs. 
Kopesky or Mr. Dow for 
more information. 

5th grade after school chorus has had a great start.  Students come eager to 
learn and with such enthusiasm, it is a privilege to work with them.  We will be 
taking a short break and resuming the first Monday in April.  I look forward to 
our return, Monday's from 2:15-3:00. 
 
Come experience what your child is learning in music class. Many 
students and staff have been participating in a music residency sponsored by 
Youth Arts this week.  All students in grade 5, 7, and prism will work with 
Michael throughout the week, as well as 6th grade general music and each of 
the chorus ensembles.  It is an exciting time in the music room of CRMS.  
Today and Thursday, Jan. 31st we are offering a special drumming 
workshop for parents from 12:00-12:45 p.m. in the music room.  There is 
a sign up sheet in the office for parents who are interested or feel free to call 
Miss Williamson at school 236-7805 ext. 191 to sign up.  You are also 
welcome to come to our all-school demonstration on Friday, February 2nd 
from 1-2 p.m. in the gymnasium.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Music News  
 


