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A warm welcome back to the CRMS
school community after a long and
snowy vacation. | hope everyone had a
chance to make a snowman, ski, sled, or
go for a quiet snowshoe in the woods. |
happily did my fair share of skiing and
felt like a kid again most of vacation.
The snow was a real treat, even with all
the shoveling!

January is going to be a busy month at
CRMS. Our ten Japanese students and
two adult chaperones arrived over the
weekend and will be visiting the school
this entire week. This is the tenth year of
an exchange program between Camden
and Hirakawa, Japan. In May, ten
CRMS students will head over to Japan
to visit their schools and learn about their
culture. During this week, the Japanese
students will be attending classes and
doing a variety of activities with each
grade level. Hopefully most of our
students will have a change to at least
say “Ohio go-zai-mus” (which means,
“Good Morning”) to a Japanese visitor.

In addition to the Japanese exchange
kicking off the month, the Busline League
basketball tournaments will happen this
month. We hope that both our boys and
girls teams make it to the championship
game. Toward the end of the month, we
will pass the halfway point of the school

year and the end of Quarter 2. Hard to
believe that half the year is almost gone!
Also this month will be auditions for the
CRMS musical revue that we are
planning for the winter. There is more
information about that elsewhere in this
newsletter, but we are very excited to
provide some more vocal, dance, and
drama opportunities for students.

Finally, January is the month for Parent
and Student Feedback. | have attached
the Parent Feedback Questionnaire to
this newsletter; it is our school “report
card”, where parents grade the school.
The information we get from the
questionnaire is very important to us
because it helps us improve the school.
Please take a few minutes to fill out and
return the attached questionnaire, either
in paper form or electronically. Your
feedback is very important to us and we
really want to hear from you.

Finally, a reminder that there will be a
parent meeting this Thursday night from
7 — 8 pm in the library. This is open to all
CRMS parents and will be an information
and discussion session about the
proposed changes to the CRMS
schedule for next year. Hope to see you
there!

Have a nice week,
Maria

CRMS Parent Evening
Scheduling Information Session
Thur sday, January 10

7-8pm
CRMS Library




Happy New Year to All of us!

Wow, I've been complaining of too little
snow since my children were small, but sure can't
say that this winter! My original thoughts on a winter
newsletter were to reinforce the positive aspect of
hand washing for children and adults. It's been
definitely proven that frequent hand washing
increases the likelihood of our remaining healthier.
It's been wonderful having all the extra hand
sanitizers around our schools and homes, but
remember that soap and warm water is the number
one way to always wash hands-if available. Sleep is
another extremely important prerequisite for health,
particularly in winter months. Children should be
enjoying at least 9 hours per night and adults should
always get at least 7, preferably 8.

We have had a case of chickenpox here in
the district, but seeing it occurred during the holiday
break, the Maine CDC felt that excluding children
from school on that case was unwarranted. Parents
whose children have exemptions for that disease
might want to confer with their physician to discuss
the possibility of their child receiving the vaccine. All
children who haven't had either the disease or the
vaccine need to receive two doses if over the age of
12, in order to be protected. Call your physician if
any questions.

Hopefully the current January thaw will
assist us in clearing driveways and roofs of ice
before the next round hits. Stay warm and
remember that we now have an additional 10+
minutes of daylight!

Judy Clossey, RN School Nurse
207-236-7800; ext.250

Student Council sponsored a successful drive for
food for the food pantry and a toy collection for Toys
for Tots. Miss Seibert's seventh grade morning
meeting group took the prize for collecting the most
items for this community service project.

Student Council did not meet this week due to the
Japanese exchange. Next week we will be meeting
on Monday after school and are looking for new
members to join in as we have several activities
coming up. We are planning a student run Talent
Show for April, looking to meet with the athletic
director to discuss ways to offer an opportunity for
middle schoolers to try lacrosse, and other projects
yet to be determined. We need to have student help
in all of these projects so join us on Monday from

2:15 - 3:00. We meet in the CRMS conference room.

Questions? See Mrs. Laurence.

JANUARY
8 Grades 5 & 6 Band Concert
7:00 @ Strom Auditorium
10™* Information Session regarding
Proposed CRMS scheduling changes
CRMS Library
7—-8pm
** New Date
14 Robotics Club
Computer Lab
2:15-3:30
18 Grade 8 Math Competency Exam
Lecture Hall @ CHRHS
3:15 - 4:15pm
21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
No School
23 Spelling Bee
Sea Spray Cafe
After School
23 Grade 8 Math Competency Exam
Lecture Hall @ CHRHS
3:15 pm
25 Quarter 2 ends
28-FEB2 Michael Wingfield Drumming Residency
FEBRUARY
1 Dance @ CRMS
Five Town
Sponsored by Japan Program
7-9:30 pm
18-22 Vacation

The next After School Art Club will focus on creating Artist
Trading Cards to be traded with peers, Japanese exchange
students, and other ATC enthusiasts. This is an open studio
so there will be no need to sign up. Everyone is welcome! |
will be in the art room until 3:30 on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday this week. Stay as long or as little as you like!
-Kristen Andersen




Cross Country Skiing b~ 42\\“\

An opportunity to participate in an after school cross

country ski program at Camden Hills Regional High

School will start every Monday and Thursday at 3:00 in

the afternoon. This program will run during the month of \
January and February and will focus on learning to cross
country ski and race. Interested skiers should contact -k
Dave Ridley, high school Nordic coach, at 236-8567 or

contact him by e-mail at: daveridley@roadrunner.com.

CRMS is excited to offer a special after school
enrichment program this winter entitled "A Musical
Review Throughout the Ages". This program will include

Used Book Sale musical selections from many different shows in an effort
to provide performance opportunities for all students.
Japan Exchange Program is holding a Students in grades 6-8 are welcome to audition for a
Used Book Sale on singing, dancing, or speaking role. Auditions for the
Saturday, February 9th Musical Review will be held next week Wednesday Jan.

16- Friday Jan. 18 from 2:30- 4:00 pm in the mini theater.

We are currently seeking donations of Monday, January 14 there will be sign ups and help

books. Please drop off book donations available after school in Miss Williamson's room (music).
at the CRMS Computer Lab or call if Students who plan to audition should come prepared with
you would like books picked up. a song to sing a capella or a short poem/ prose.

Contact Cathy Straka Students who are interested in being involved that do not

: : want to perform, are encouraged to come and fill out a

for more information brief description of what they would like to help with, for

236-7893 example: choreography, costume design, tech crew, etc.
If you have any questions please contact Miss Williamson
at CRMS 236-7805 ext 191. A special thank you to
Youth Arts for supporting this project. All are welcome.
Please come and be involved!

Patriots Playoft Tickets!
CRMS JAPAN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FUNDRAISER

ATTENTION PATRIOTS FANS!!

Four tickets, together
Lower Level Section 138, ROW 37, SEATS 11-14
ARE AVAILABLE FOR SATURDAY'S PLAYOFF GAME AGAINST THE
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS
GAME STARTS AT 8PM.

TICKETS ARE BEING AUCTIONED ON EBAY BY SELLER: MAINECHEF69
AUCTION ENDS THURSDAY
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PURCHASING THEM OUTRIGHT,
OR HAVE QUESTIONS
PLEASE EMAIL: BETSYSCS@AOL.COM
WITH YOUR BEST OFFER




