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 I read an article entitled, ÒTom 
Friedman on Education in the ÔFlat WorldÕÓ, from 
The School Administrator (February, 2008), last 
week.  The article was basically a discussion 
between Thomas Friedman, author of The World 
is Flat and Daniel Pink, author of A Whole New 
Mind.  Both of these books are best sellers and 
have struck a chord (and some debate) in the 
education world.   On the surface, the books 
seem to focus on polar opposites.  Friedman 
highlights the unrivaled motivation and sheer 
volume of Chinese and Indian citizens who are 
devouring jobs that are more and more 
frequently outsourced to those countries.  He 
contends that the global market place is now a 
level playing field.  It makes you wonder how 
America will keep up.  On the other hand, Pink 
argues that the future belongs to the right brain, 
positing that creativity and ingenuity are more 
important than ever in our society. 
 In the interview, the two authors reveal 
how closely aligned their views on education 
actually are.  Despite the feeling of China and 
India nipping at our heels, we still produce the 
greatest innovators in the world.  Friedman 
believes that curiosity and creativity will be in 
higher demand than ever before in the years to 
come.  In fact, he states, ÒYour ability to act on 
your imagination is going to be so decisive in 
driving your future and the standard of living in 
your country.  So the school, the state, the 
country that empowers, nurtures, enables 
imagination among its students and citizens, that 
whoÕs going to be the winner.Ó  Both Friedman 
and Pink believe that it is the intersection of art, 
language, music, and literature with the hard 
sciences that is the secret to a successful future.  
 While reading the article, I naturally 
reflected on our approach to core academics and 
the arts.  I am pleased with the direction CRMS 
is headed.  We are very supportive of both a 
rigorous academic program and a wide array of 
artistic opportunities.  While many schools have 
whittled away at the arts, we donÕt consider that 
an option.  Both the school and community fully 
appreciate the value of the arts in education.  If 
you attended the Musical Review last Thursday, 
you know that the arts are alive and well at 
CRMS.  If anything, our opportunities are 

PrincipalÕs Note 
 

  

expanding.  In terms of the core skills of math, 
reading, and writing, we also offer a 
comprehensive program.  In the past several 
years, we have instituted courses that are 
aimed at struggling students in math and 
reading to make sure all students learn and 
acquire the skills they need to succeed in high 
school.  We have also taken a hard look at 
reading and writing this year and plan to 
revamp our curriculum for next year, ensuring 
that all students become good readers and 
writers before leaving middle school.  For 
extremely bright students, we offer gifted and 
talented programs in math and language arts.  
I am confident in our well balanced approach to 
education.   CRMS is doing well supporting 
both sides of the brain! 
 It takes more than a schoolÕs 
curriculum to produce a knowledgeable and 
innovative citizenry, however.  Parenting is a 
huge part of this equation.  In the interview, 
Friedman highlighted the need for parents to 
be role models and to encourage and support 
their childÕs passion, whatever that may be.  
Friedman has an equation that guides his 
thinking: CQ + PQ > IQ.  Curiosity Quotient 
plus Passion Quotient is greater than 
Intelligence Quotient.  Intelligence alone is not 
enough. Pink characterized it this way, ÒYou 
show me a curious, intrinsically motivated kid Ð 
and IÕll show you someone whoÕll leave the kid 
who merely complies with the rules and studies 
for the SAT in the dust.Ó  The power of curiosity 
cannot be underestimated. Challenging 
conventional wisdom is not only an integral 
part of adolescence, it is a pre-requisite for 
independent, lateral thinking. 
 By working together, we will best be 
able to weather the storm of adolescence, 
provide strong academic skills, and instill a 
sense of passion and creativity in our students. 
Their future is unknown to us, but success will 
undoubtedly require analytical skills, creative 
problem solving, an entrepreneurial spirit, and 
the ability to communicate well. I look forward 
to this journey with each CRMS family, 
 
Maria 

  

The last day 
of school is 

set for 
Tuesday, 
July 1, so 

please plan   
your summer 
accordingly. 

(April Fools!) 
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Sports News 
 
Spring sports are off and running! 
VOLLEYBALL 
Volleyball starts this week in the gym.  Practices will be 
Wednesday evenings starting April 2, 6:30 -8pm. After 
vacation we'll add Monday afternoons to the Volleyball 
schedule (3-5). Fifth graders are welcome to join this 
intramural sport. Our special thanks to parents Ed Collins 
and Ken Gross for their willingness to instruct the 
interested CRMS students. 
TRACK 
Track will begin April 9th. Track will be led this year by 
staff members Jared Todd and Adam Bullard. Forty-one 
students have signed up, and the first meet is at the 
beginning of May. A practice schedule will appear in the 
next Tuesday Times. 
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL 
Pitchers and catchers are practicing in the gym this week, 
softball from 3-4 and baseball form 4-5 daily. Next week 
all players begin practice. Most teams will spend a half 
hour warming up in the mini-gym before moving to the big 
gym. The practice schedule is below - note we'll follow 

the indoor schedule until fields are dry; after April 
vacation we hope to be on the outdoor schedule! On 
rainy days we will revert back to the indoor schedule 
to accommodate all teams in the gym.  Stay tuned for  
updates on field conditions. 
LACROSSE 
Intramural lacrosse will begin later in April, hope fully 
before vacation. This will be non-contact, instructional 
lacrosse at CRMS. If you want to play contact 
lacrosse, please contact the Mid Coast Lacrosse club 
by emailing one of the community organizers:  
Maryann (info@youngtowninn.com),  
Lynda(lynda.clancy@verizon.net), or  
Rona, 596-6806 (120summer@elspearinc.com). 
 
If you have any questions or want to join a CRMS 
sport or intramural program (Volleyball/Lacrosse), 
email kbrace@hughes.net. 
 
 
 
After Hours Sports Hotline: 236-7805  option 3 
 
 
 

PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
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Strom Auditorium  
Band Concert  

April 8, Tuesday 
7:00 p.m. 

  
This concert will include the Grade 7 and the Grade 8 
Concert Bands, the Grigo Jazz band and the Brass 
Quintet.   The Pfister Jazz Band will wait until May 14th to 
perform at the 5th and 6th Grade Concert.   This will help 
balance the length of each concert and keep our players 
fresh so they can perform their best.  Students should 
arrive for the concert at 6:45.   Grade 7 students will go 
directly to the stage and all other will be seated in the 
auditorium until it is their turn to perform. 

Dress for the concert is black and white. 
 

 
 
 

SPRING SCHOLASTIC BOOKFAIR  
Our spring Scholastic Buy One Get One Free bookfair 
is coming!! 
 
Come out and support your school and get a great 
deal, too! The bookfair is going on from April 7th 
through April 11th.  We need parent volunteers to help 
staff the fair from 7 am to 3 pm. If you have some time 
you can spare please contact Norm or Linda Henthorn 
at 236-8113 or nhenthorn@roadrunner.com. 
 

Spring Bookfair 
 

The CRMS Musical, A Musical Review Throughout the 
Ages, was a critically acclaimed success.  If you'd like 
to have your own copy of the show to hold onto those 
musical memories for years to come, you may order a 
DVD of the show in the CRMS office (the orange 
notebook on the counter).  We are taking DVD orders 
in advance, with a payment up front please of just $8 
per DVD.  As soon as the DVD's are finished and ready 
for pick up, we'll make the announcement in the 
Tuesday Times.    
 
Many of you have also requested to have copies of the 
photos Ms. Curtis has taken through out the musical 
production process.  We hope to create a photo book of 
this musical production with these pictures which will be 
for sale.   Price to be determined when a final draft is 
complete and published.  We will take advanced orders 
once we have a sample book to display. 

 
All proceeds of the DVD sale and this Photo Book sale 
will benefit future musical productions here at CRMS. 

 

Musical DVD/Photobook 
 

Spirit Week 
April 14 - 18 

Following is the list of activities for the week.  There are 
points attached to each event except the basketball 
game.  It is a competition between grades! 
1. Dress up days for students and staff 
Monday - Tropical 
Tuesday - Hippie Day 
Wednesday - Wacky Hair 
Thursday - "Grease" - dress like a character from the 
movie 
Friday - Red/White 
2. Food collection  
Bring in non-perishable food items all week for the 
grade level competition. 
3. Penny War  
Each grade level will collect coins in large jars which 
will be in the main lobby.  Pennies add one point each 
to a jar; nickels, dimes, quarters and dollars subtract 
their value from a jar.   
4. Staff photo contest - Childhood photos of CRMS 
staff will be arranged as a collage and placed in the 
main lobby.  Students will try to identify the photos.  
5. Gym activit ies  
Grade-level competition including wagon/pin race, tug-
of-war, hula hoop, hoop slide, and more. 
6. Go Green 
We will be sorting the food waste at lunchtime Monday 
through Thursday for a compost pile that to be used on 
our trees and flowers around the school.   
7. Decorating  This year we are asking students to 
answer the following question on a banner - What does 
School Spirit mean to you? 

This should be a fun week for all! 
 

Musical Photographs Available 
 Photographs from the Musical Review are 
available through Marti Stone Photography at 
the following online address: 
http://martistonephotography.exposuremanager
.com/g/a_musical_review_08 



 
 

Ap r i l        

3 Par en t  Fo r u m :   Choosing a School Mot t o CRMS Library 7 -  8 PM 

4 Quarter  3 Ends     

4 CRMS Dance CRMS CafŽ 7 - 9: 30 PM 

4 & 5 Dist r ict  I I I  Fest ival Grades 7 & 8   Hall-Dale All Day 

7 Par en t  M eet in g :   Grade 6 CRMS Library 7 -  8 PM 

8 Grades 7 & 8 Concert  St rom  Aud. 7: 00 PM 

14 -  18 Spirit  Week at  CRMS     

16 Students vs. Adult s Basketball Gam e CRMS Gym  5: 30 PM 

21 Pat r iot s Day -  No School     

22 -  25 Vacat ion Week     
30 Ð 
May 14 NWEA Test ing Window  Classroom s  School Day 

  

May        

1 Lifetouch School Pictures     

2 EXEL Term  4 ends     

14 Band Concert  Grades 5 & 6 St rom  Aud. 7: 00 PM 

20 All Chorus Concert  St rom  Aud.   7: 00 PM 

26 Mem orial Day -  No School     

27 Grade 8 Step Up Day at  CHRHS     

29 Grade 6 Sea Dogs Gam e,  Port land     

29 Grade 8 Boston Tr ip     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
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The last 
administration of 
the Math 
Competency Test 
this year for 8th 
graders wishing to 
retake it for high 
school math is on 
Wednesday, May 
21 from 3:00 - 
4:30 in the lecture 
hall at CHRHS. 
 

Math Competency Test 
 

Spring Placement Process 
 

During the next month or so of school, we 
will be determining placement for some 
classes for the fall of 2009.  We will be 
identifying students for Algebra, Horizons, 
Co-Taught Math, 8th grade Spanish 
classes, and the SRA program.  These 
are all classes where specific criteria are 
required.  In some cases, they are 
advanced classes and in other cases they 
are aimed at intervention.  In both cases, 
we offer them to meet the varying needs 
of our student body. 

 


