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ROCKPORT (Sep  21,  2004):  Saturday  night,  with  796  of  800  tickets  sold,  Bay

Chamber  Concerts  presented  a memorable  evening  of  jazz  with  Dave  Brubeck

and  sons  Chris  and  Dan.  One  could  not  be  there  without  reflecting  upon  how

fortunate  we  are  here  in  the  Midcoast  to  be  entertained  by  some  of  the  best  in

the  performing  arts  world.

The  warmth  and  wit  of  83 - year - old  jazz  legend  Dave  Brubeck,  his  incredible

ability  to  hold  an  audience  in  complete  awe  with  his  unique  combinations  of  keys

and  timing,  and  the  obvious  enjoyment  and  mutual  respect  between  a father

and  two  sons  gave  the  packed  house  a rare  glimpse  of  the  best  of  excellence.
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Chris Brubeck treats the audience to
music from one of four instruments he
plays.

Dave Brubeck engages the audience with his wit. (Photos
by Richard M. Anderson)

The  evening  included  wonderful  solo

performances  by  Dave,  Chris  and  Dan.

Dave  included  pieces  he  has  recently

written  as well  as two  standards,  "Blue

Rondo  A'  la  Turk"  and  "Take  Five."

Dave  laughed  and  pointed out  that

"Blue  Rondo"  is  the  background  music

for  a  current  U.S.  Postal Service  ad.

Chris  treated  the  audience  with  his

amazing  ability  to  enthrall  with  more

than  one  instrument.  He  produced

incredible  sounds  using  the  full  range

of  the  scale  on  both  guitar  and

trombone.  He  also  plays  the  bass  and

piano,  and  sings  and  composes.

Dan,  gentle,  soft  spoken  and  a bit

reserved  off  stage,  became  a

completely  engaged  persona,  instilling

standing  ovations  after  each  of  two

solo  performances.  His  facial

expressions  moved  from  pained,  to  studious,  to  delight,  and  his  use of  odd - time

signatures  created  music  with  drums  and  percussion  not  usually  apparent  in

drum  solos.
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Dan Brubeck's facial expressions add impact to the
intensity of his playing. (Photo by Richard M. Anderson)

How  rare  is  this  kind  of  performance ? The  three  family  members  will  perform

together  - -  along  with  two  other  Brubeck  sons  and  the  London  Symphony

Orchestra  - -  in  December  2005  in  honor  of  Dave's  85th  birthday.

Based in Camden, Richard Anderson can be reached at 207-236-8468 or by
e-mail at richard@villagesoup.com .
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