Camden Hills presents: 

The Mouse That Roared
March 7 & 8 at 7:00 PM
The Camden Hills Drama Department will present the comedy The Mouse That Roared on Wednesday and Thursday, March 7 & 8 in Strom Auditorium at 7:00 p.m.  The production is the CHRHS entry in the 2007 Maine Drama Festival.

Still stuck in the 18th Century, the tiny (3 miles by 5 miles), fictional European nation of Grand Fenwick is perched next to Switzerland and France in the Alps.  The Duchy’s economy, entirely dependent on it’s world-reknown Pinot Grand Fenwick wine, is undermined when a California vintner begins producing a cheap imitation called "Pinot Grand Enwick”.  Official protests from Grand Duchess Glorianna XII (played by senior Savannah Creech) are repeatedly ignored by the Americans and the financial picture for Grand Fenwickians becomes grim.  There seems to be no alternative but war.

Hoping to be dealt a crushing defeat (and then be rebuilt through the financial aid that the United States has a history of bestowing on its vanquished enemies) the tiny Duchy declares war on the superpower.  Purely by accident, the Fenwickian army under the leadership of Tully Bascombe (played by senior Thomas Suommo)  defeats them by capturing the Q-bomb, a prototype doomsday device that could destroy the world if triggered.

Originally a 1955 novel by Leonard Wibberley, the story has been adapted for the stage by senior Becca Crovo and student-director Morgan Cafferata, a junior.  Wibberley’s story goes beyond the merely comic making commentary about modern politics and world situations.  The action follows the Fenwickian army, complete with their weapon of choice the long bow, from their castle in the Alps to the streets of New York and back again.  

Set designer Maggie Cummons collaborated with a crew of nearly twenty on a set that enables the action to switch smoothly (and quickly) back and forth from the colorful kingdom to the monochromatic world of NY no fewer than eight times.  The design was restricted by Festival rules that require all scenery to be put up (and taken down) in less than five minutes.   

The cast also features junior Ryan Thompson and freshman Alistair Phaup as Fenwickian cabinet members; senior Michael Frier is Will, Tully Bascombe’s right-hand man.  On the other side of the Atlantic, Zachary Halberg plays Professor Kokintz,  the father of the Q-bomb, Zak Jaques plays the U.S. President, Kayla Dinces is Secretary of State, and William Welte plays U.S. Army General Snippet who travels to Grand Fenwick (along with the Q-bomb) as a prisoner of war.  Twenty-five extras round out the cast as Fenwickian soldiers, townspeople and New Yorkers.

Performances were originally scheduled for Friday and Saturday March 2-3 but have been rescheduled in order to avoid conflict with the Sate Finals boys’ basketball game. The Mouse That Roared will also be performed at the Maine Drama Festival regional competition March 9-10 in Strom Auditorium.  Nine schools will present their plays competing for the chance to advance to the State Finals, March 23-24.  More information can be found on the Strom Auditorium website.  

